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Credits for J-SITE Programs 
 
Beginning in the 2007–2008 academic year, J-SITE will award credits for successful 
completion of J-SITE courses and programs.  One credit is equal to approximately one 
hour of study, once-a-week, for one semester.  All J-SITE programs will be offered 
within a specific department: 
 
 HEB Hebrew  

ISR Israel Studies 
JAC Jewish Arts & Culture 
JSP Jewish Scholars Program (Academic Judaic Studies) 

 SLL Service Learning & Leadership 
 
In addition, several national programs are offered that grant a certificate upon 
completion.  These include: 
 
 CTN The Florence Melton Communiteen High School 
 IMW Isaac Mayer Wise Reform Teaching Certificate   
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Florence Melton Communiteen High School 
The Florence Melton Communiteen High School is a series of four courses over two-
years.  Communiteen can be completed independently, or as part of other J-SITE tracks.  
The Monday night section is limited to 11th and 12th graders. 
 
CTN200 – The Big Ideas of Being Jewish Year I    (9th–12th) Credits: 2 
 

Finding the Jewish sources for a meaningful approach to your life!  Explore critical ideas 
and questions in Judaism through text-based discussions.  Year 1 of a 2 year course. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
CTN200A Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Dr. Brian Primack Chatham 
CTN200B Monday 7:35–8:30 2 Susan Finder Temple 

Emanuel 
CTN200C Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Rabbi Mike Werbow Sq. Hill JCC 
 
CTN205 – The Big Ideas of Being Jewish Year II    (9th–12th) Credits: 2 
 

Finding the Jewish sources for a meaningful approach to your life!  Explore critical ideas 
and questions in Judaism through text-based discussions.  Year 2 of a 2 year course. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
CTN205A Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Melissa Werbow Chatham 
CTN205B Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Melissa Werbow Sq. Hill JCC 
CTN205C Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Melissa Werbow Sq. Hill JCC 
 
CTN210 – The American Jewish Experience    (9th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
Finding the roots of your place in Jewish history!  Explore how Jewish identity is a 
composite of the people, experiences, and events that preceded us. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
CTN210A Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Barak Naveh Chatham 
CTN210B Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Barak Naveh Chatham 
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CTN215 – Why Israel?    (9th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
Developing a Personal Connection to Israel - This second-year course explores Israel’s 
significance to American Jewish teens through Israeli culture, geography, politics and 
international relations. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
CTN215A Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Joshua Haviv Chatham 
CTN215B Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Joshua Haviv Chatham 
CTN215C Monday 6:30–7:25 1 Daniel Burstyn Temple 

Emanuel 
CTN215D Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Joshua Haviv Sq. Hill JCC 
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Hebrew 
Students refine and improve Hebrew skills so they can communicate in the language of 
our people.  HEB 130 and higher are eligible for high school credit and are based on the 
NETA Hebrew curriculum. 
 
HEB100 – Conversational Hebrew for Beginners    (8th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
Learn to communicate with Israelis in Hebrew.  Topics to be covered include: getting 
acquainted, greetings, expressing likes, dislikes, and needs, navigating locations in Israel 
and of course some Hebrew slang.  You will learn all of this through hands-on activities 
in an engaging manner.  This course is not offered for high school credit. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
HEB100A Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Aliza Estrin Chatham 
HEB100B Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Aliza Estrin Sq. Hill JCC 
 
HEB130 – Alpha Neta 1    (8th–12th) Credits: 6 
 
Students who complete this level will be able to speak in short dialogues about daily life 
or customs, write a paragraph on a personal topic, read a story or a folk tale, and 
comprehend and summarize a short informative lecture on places, customs, groups of 
people and social phenomena. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
HEB130A Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Aliza Estrin Chatham 
 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Aliza Estrin Chatham 
 Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Aliza Estrin Sq. Hill JCC 
HEB130B Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Nira Lion Chatham 
 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Nira Lion Chatham 
 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Nira Lion Sq. Hill JCC 
HEB130C Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Orna Tal Chatham 
 Sunday 12:10–1:00 4 Orna Tal Chatham 
 Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Orna Tal Sq. Hill JCC 
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HEB130D Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Steve Kroser Chatham 
 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Steve Kroser Chatham 
 Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Steve Kroser Sq. Hill JCC 
 
HEB200 – Advanced Beginner     (8th–12th) Credits: 6 
 
Students who complete this level will be able to speak in dialogues about school, family, 
entertainment, personal preference, the weather, or place description, write a personal 
letter, comprehend an informative paragraph, and comprehend a short informative lecture 
about modern life, tradition and habits. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
HEB200A Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Orna Tal Chatham 
 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Orna Tal Chatham 
 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Orna Tal Sq. Hill JCC 
HEB200B Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Iris Dreifuss Chatham 
 Sunday 12:10–1:00 4 Iris Dreifuss Chatham 
 Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Iris Dreifuss Sq. Hill JCC 
 
HEB300 – Intermediate     (8th–12th) Credits: 6 
 
Students who complete this level will be able to speak in conversation on any topic, read 
press releases and articles, write a personal or historical chronological report, and have a 
general understanding of simple TV or radio news. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
HEB300 Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Iris Dreifuss Chatham 
 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Iris Dreifuss Chatham 
 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Iris Dreifuss Sq. Hill JCC 
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Isaac Mayer Wise Reform Teaching Certificate 
The Isaac Mayer Wise Program is a new program for 11th & 12th graders who work as 
teaching assistants in Reform congregations.  Participants should enroll in both sections. 
 
IMW300 – Reform Judaism    (11th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
A year-long study of Reform Judaism’s development, including its American origins, its 
philosophy, principles and institutions. Students will review life cycles from the Reform 
Jewish perspective.  In addition, students will discuss environmental issues, civil rights 
and the role of Israel in their Jewish lives. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
IMW300 Tuesday 6:30–7:25 1 Rabbi Danny Young Rodef Shalom 
 
IMW305 – Teaching Hebrew    (11th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
A course that teaches basic competency in reading and writing. Students will become 
proficient in understanding Reform liturgy. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
IMW305 Tuesday 7:35–8:30 2 TBA Rodef Shalom 
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Israel Studies 
Strengthen your connection to the Jewish community locally, nationally and globally. 
Construct lasting personal connections to Israel through study, travel, and interactions 
with Israelis.   
 
ISR100 – Intro to the Arab-Israeli Conflict    (8th–9th) Credits: 1 
 
This course examines the eternal conflict between Jew and Arab, focusing on the 
conflicting claims of inheritance that create emotionally charged tensions that have been 
difficult to resolve.  Students look at news articles and videos and gain an ability to more 
skillfully analyze what they hear from the news and participate in conversations about the 
Middle East conflict. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
ISR100 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Steve Kroser Sq. Hill JCC 
 
ISR200 – Israeli Music: Lens to the Culture    (10th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Explore how Israeli mainstream music is uniquely infused with ideological themes. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
ISR200 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Daniel Burstyn Chatham 
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Jewish Arts & Culture  
Interpret artistic works and create your own contributions to the body of Jewish 
expression through visual art, music, writing and other media. 
 
JAC105 – New Jew Cool    (8th–9th) Credits: 1 
 
Why is it so cool to be Jewish?  This class will analyze how Jews, Judaism, and Jewish 
issues are portrayed in the media and pop culture. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC105 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Les Skolnik Chatham 
 
JAC110 – Putting Art into Action    (8th–10th) Credits: 1 
 
Based on the successful program last year, this class will allow students to apply artistic 
interests for social causes.  Murals and other artwork will be created and donated to area 
hospitals and shelters.   
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC110A Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Linda Katz Chatham 
JAC110B Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Linda Katz Chatham 
 
JAC120 – The MTV Challenge    (8th–10th) Credits: 1 
 
This class will examine digital videos from a broad range of media, including new TV 
programs, commercials, music videos and internet sites. We will examine this media 
through Jewish eyes and participants will learn to deconstruct media images and compare 
those messages with Jewish texts and sources.   
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC120 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 TBA Sq. Hill JCC 
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JAC125 – Jewish Art in Pittsburgh    (8th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Combining study, hands-on work, and field trips, this course will delve into the variety of 
Jewish art found in the greater Pittsburgh area. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC125 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Elaine Bergstrom Sq. Hill JCC 
 
 
JAC130 – JSITEpgh.org    (8th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Keep current with what's going on for Jewish teens in Pittsburgh—and keep the website 
updated as well.  This class will search out, through the internet, phone, and personal 
contacts, what is new for Jewish teens. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC130 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Daniel Burstyn Chatham 
 
JAC200 – Soul Food    (8th–9th) Credits: 1 
 
Eat your way through the semester as you learn how to make traditional Jewish dishes 
that nourish your body and soul. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC200 Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Shulamis Rothman Sq. Hill JCC 
 
JAC300 – Teen Tough - Everyday Challenges    (10th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
This is an opportunity for participants to dynamically explore their lives as Jewish teens 
and their relationships with peers and parents in an informal and supportive environment. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JAC300 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Josh Bernstein Chatham 
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JAC320 – HaZamir Pittsburgh    (8th–12th) Credits: 4 
 
HaZamir Pittsburgh offers Jewish students the chance to perform Jewish music at local 
ensembles and at the national HaZamir Festival.  HaZamir: The International Jewish 
High School Choir creates opportunities for high school students to gather together, sing 
Jewish choral music, build community, and connect culturally. 
 
Section: Day: Time:  Teacher: Location: 
JAC320 Sunday 4:30–7:00  Nizan Leibovich Sq. Hill JCC 
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Jewish Scholars Program 
Study Jewish sources and apply them to real-life decisions.  Participants choose from a 
list of Judaic courses to find the ones that meet their needs and interests. 
 
JSP100 – 8th Grade Core    (8th only) Credits: 2 
 
Starting with the core question "What does it mean to be Jewish?," this class will explore 
the many ways others have answered this question and will provide tools for students to 
begin to answer the question for themselves. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP100 Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Steve Kroser/Lee 

Selkowitz/Melissa 
Werbow 

Chatham 

 
JSP120 – CTE - Beth El    (8th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
Using Jewish texts, this course will look at contemporary dilemmas such as: the self, 
substance abuse, friendship, intolerance, Israel, and Tikkun Olam – repairing the world. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP120 Monday 7:35–8:30 2 Daniel Burstyn/Rabbi 

Alex Greenbaum 
Beth El 

 
JSP200 – Ourselves and Our World    (8th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
The lens of traditional Jewish texts and contemporary dilemmas is used to focus on 
contemporary issues such as: the self, substance abuse, friendship, intolerance, Israel, and 
Tikkun Olam – repairing the world. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP200 Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 TBA Chatham 
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JSP300 – Holocaust    (10th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
This class focuses on the human experience of the Holocaust, looking at the victims, the 
perpetrators, the bystanders, and those who risked their lives to rescue Jews. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP300 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Barak Naveh Chatham 
 
 
JSP305 – Who Wrote the Bible?    (10th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Who wrote the Bible?  On the surface this may seem like an obvious question, but it is 
one with many different Jewish answers.  Through the course, examine clues to this 
mystery from hints in the Bible itself to the ideas of medieval commentators and modern 
scholars.   
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP305 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Melissa Werbow Chatham 
 
 
JSP310 – Golden Moments of Jewish History    (10th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
This course redefines the divisions of Jewish history to be a golden history with lessons, 
values, and a legacy that we inherit today.  Particular focus will be given to Prophetic 
Judaism, Rabbinic Judaism, Spanish Judaism, and Hasidic Judaism. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP310A Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Joshua Haviv Chatham 
JSP310B Wednesday 6:30–7:25 1 Joshua Haviv Sq. Hill JCC 
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JSP320 – God Wrestling    (10th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
This course allows students to explore what they believe about G-d by examining many 
different aspects of Jewish belief.  The exploration will advance by conducting in-class 
reading and activities, and through serious and nonjudgmental discussions among 
students. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP320 Wednesday 7:35–8:30 2 Rabbi Mike Werbow Sq. Hill JCC 
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Service Learning and Leadership 
Identify social issues, devise ways to effect change, and fulfill the Jewish imperative to do 
tzedakah u’mishpat (justice and righteousness). 
 
SLL100 – Mitzvah Corps    (8th–9th) Credits: 2 
 
It’s all about making a difference in the world!  Mitzvah Corps introduces participants to 
problems in the Pittsburgh community and what we as Jews can do about them.  Six 
units—each with a hands-on project—will be covered.  The class will include community 
service projects as part of the curriculum. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
SLL100 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Lee Selkowitz Chatham 
 
SLL200 – Leadership Lessons from Moses    (9th–10th) Credits: 1 
 
Using Moses as our case study, this course explores leadership skills and traits and takes 
them to a personal level.  We will use Biblical text as the jumping off point to address 
questions like: What makes a good leader?  Who are we as leaders?  How can we become 
better leaders? 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
SLL200 Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Les Skolnik Chatham 
 
SLL300 – Jewish Civics Initiative    (11th–12th) Credits: 2 
 
Blend Jewish service learning, political activism and leadership in this incredible 
program.  In addition to weekly sessions, students participate in a four-day seminar in 
Washington, DC and plan a service learning project in Pittsburgh.  Application required, 
contact the office for more information.  This is a full-year course. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
SLL300 Sunday 11:10–12:05 3 Les Skolnik Chatham 
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SLL310 – Taking it Global    (10th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Explore, from a Jewish perspective, three critical issues confronting our global society: 
women's empowerment, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and global poverty.  This curriculum 
was developed by the AJWS. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
SLL305 Sunday 10:00–10:55 2 Lee Selkowitz Chatham 
 
SLL320 – Judaism & the Environment    (10th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
Protecting human health and the diversity of life is a value emphasized in Torah, Talmud, 
and rabbinic literature throughout the ages.  Learn about the richness of Jewish teachings 
related to our responsibility to protect the environment. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
SLL320 Sunday 9:00–9:55 1 Daniel Burstyn Chatham 
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Tree of Life JET Program 
The JET Program meets on Tuesday evenings for teens in grades 8–10.  The curriculum 
is based on the three pillars of Judaism: Torah, G-d and Israel. 
 
JSP110 – Tree of Life Confirmation - 8th Grade Credits: 3 
 
The Bible offers profound values related to our lives today.  In this class, students will 
dialogue with these messages and grapple with their application to modern life. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP110 Tuesday 7:00–8:30 1 Steve Kroser Tree of Life 
 
 
ISR230 – Tree of Life Confirmation - 9th Grade Credits: 3 
 
Through interactive lessons, this class will examine the people of Israel and our shared 
history, as well as the land of Israel and our connection to it. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
ISR230 Tuesday 7:00–8:30 1 Joshua Haviv Tree of Life 
 
 
JSP315 – Tree of Life Confirmation - 10th Grade Credits: 3 
 
This course allows students to explore what they believe about G-d by examining many 
different aspects of Jewish belief.  Monthly sessions will be led by Rabbi Listfield. 
 
Section: Day: Time: Per: Teacher: Location: 
JSP315 Tuesday 7:00–8:30 1 Barak Naveh/Rabbi 

Steven Listfield 
Tree of Life 
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Rothbart Distance Learning Program of JCHS at Gratz College 
This is the first on-line distance learning program focused entirely on Jewish adolescent 
education, and is available for English-speaking students anywhere in the world. 
 
ISR205 – Israeli Identity in the 20th and 21st Centuries: Politics, 
Culture, and Statehood    (8th–12th) 

Credits: 1 

 
This course is designed to give students the knowledge and tools they need to be 
empowered, strong activists for Israel.  Issues to be discussed include immigration, 
minorities and social integration, the political, military, and educational systems, media 
and popular culture, and relationships with neighboring states and the world community.    
 

Section:    Teacher: Location: 
ISR205    Asaf Romirowsky Distance Learning 
 
JSP205 – The Torah’s Top Fifty Ideas: The Essential Concepts 
Everyone Should Know    (8th–12th) 

Credits: 1 

 
The core of the Tanakh contains the essential moral legacy of the Jewish People. This 
course examines fifty verses and verse-clusters that are the fundamental principles of 
Jewish ethics, and the passages which make the Hebrew Bible the most important 
collection of books ever written. 
 

Section:    Teacher: Location: 
JSP205    Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins Distance Learning 
 
SLL205 – Introduction to Education I    (8th–12th) Credits: 1 
 
This course will provide you with tools to lead a successful and meaningful Hebrew 
school class as well as a support group of high school students all over the country to 
learn together. 
 

Section:    Teacher: Location: 
SLL205    Dr. Saundra Sterling Epstein Distance Learning 
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J-SITE Faculty 
 
Elaine Bergstrom graduated the University of Illinois with a bachelor of arts in design.  
She received her certificate for art education from Carlow University. In addition to 
teaching art in Jewish settings, Elaine has worked with Beaver Art Group and Venture 
Outdoors as a nature sketching instructor. 
 
Josh Bernstein, M.A., is a doctoral candidate in the School of Psychology at Duquesne 
University.  He completed his residency in New Orleans, LA and prior to that served as 
the Teen Outreach Counselor for Jewish Family and Children’s Services for five years.  
Josh earned a Masters degree in clinical psychology from Antioch University in Seattle, 
where he specialized in marriage and family therapy and adolescent counseling.   
 
Daniel Burstyn is currently a student in the Rabbinic Ordination Program of the Aleph 
Alliance for Jewish Renewal.  He studied at Hebrew College and comes to Pittsburgh 
from Kibbutz Lotan in Israel. 
 
Iris Dreifuss has an M.Ed. in Educational Counseling and a teaching certificate from the 
University of Tel Aviv.  Prior to moving to Pittsburgh, she worked as a Special Needs 
Unit Director and School Counselor for the Israli Office of Education. 
 
Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins was born in Philadelphia and is a graduate of Gratz College 
for Hebrew Teachers. He received his BA in literature from Temple University, and his 
M.H.L. and rabbinic ordination from the Jewish Theological Seminary. Rabbi Elkins 
received his doctorate in counseling and humanistic education in 1976 at Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School.  
 
Dr. Saundra Sterling Epstein is a Jewish educational consultant. She received her Ed. 
D. from the University of Pennsylvania, Graduate School of Education where her area of 
study was curriculum development in Jewish education. Since 1992 she has served as 
Director of Beyachad, a program to bring best educational practices and Jewish education 
together.  
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Aliza Estrin received her teaching certificate in Israel before moving to Pittsburgh.  She 
has worked for many years as an instructor of Hebrew language at Congregation Beth El 
of the South Hills. 
 
Susan Finder received a bachelor of arts for English and a Masters of Education at 
Allegheny College.  Susan currently works as a high school English teacher at Hillel 
Academy. 
 
Joshua Haviv is a Ph.D. student at the City University of New York where he is 
specializing in Jewish History.  He graduated from Rutgers University in 2002; there he 
majored in History with a minor in Hebraic Studies. 
 
Linda Katz  is an art teacher for the Pittsburgh Board of Education and currently teaches 
middle school.  She taught art in the Israeli public schools for 7 years, and taught Sunday 
school art for 5 years as well as being the art coordinator at J&R Camp for 10 summers. 
 
Steve Kroser was born in South Africa and made Aliyah when he was 16.  He completed 
high school in Israel and became a paratrooper in the Israeli Defense Force.  Steve’s two 
greatest passions are his family and his Jewish heritage and he loves to share both.  His 
full time job is freelance IT consulting. 
 
Nizan Leibovich graduated Magna Cum Laude from the Rubin Academy in Tel Aviv 
with degrees in both Composition and Conducting.  Nizan  received his Master's of Arts 
in Orchestral Conducting from Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, PA.  He 
currently conducts orchestras and ensembles in the United States, Europe and Israel. 
 
Nira Lion  is the Director of AJL Hebrew Language Programs and the Neta Hebrew 
Coordinator.  In 2002 Nira received the Grinspoon Steinhardt Award for excellence in 
Jewish education as teacher, mentor & leader.  She is a graduate of Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem majoring in Hebrew literature, Bible and Linguistics and received teaching 
certification. She earned a M. Ed. from the University of Pittsburgh. 
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Barak Naveh graduated from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana, with a degree 
in history education.  He completed his masters degree in Administration and Policy 
Studies at the University of Pittsburgh.  He is a history teacher at Schenley High School 
where he teaches 10th grade U.S. History and 12th grade World Politics in the IB 
program. 
 
Dr. Brian Primack  is on the faculty of the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
and combines his expertise in education and medicine by researching the effect of the 
mass media’s messages on adolescent health. 
 
Asaf Romirowsky is the Israel Affairs Associate at Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia and Campus Watch Associate Fellow of the Middle East Forum. He holds a 
B.A. in Middle East Affairs and Contemporary Jewish History from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, an M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide Studies from West Chester 
University. He is currently working on a PhD in Mediterranean Studies at Kings College, 
London. 
 
Shulamis Rothman earned her Teachers Certificate at Bais Rivka Teachers Seminary.  
She is currently the office manager at Yeshiva Girls School.  She has lots of culinary 
experience, including feeding her large family and never-ending flow of house guests. 
 
Lee Selkowitz graduated from Penn State University with a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Development and Family Services.  He has worked for the Jewish Community 
Center in Pittsburgh and Northern Virginia.  He is currently the advisor for Young Judaea 
and also served as a chapter advisor for B’nai Brith Youth Organization in Pittsburgh. 
 
Les Skolnik attended the State University of New York at Buffalo, where he received a 
bachelor of arts in history with distinction.  Les worked for two years as the director of 
youth programs at Temple Beth Zion in Buffalo, New York, and for two years as the 
youth director at Temple Sinai of Roslyn in New York.  Les is the Pitt Program Director 
for Hillel-JUC. 
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Orna Tal moved to Pittsburgh from Kansas City with her husband and three children.  
She studied at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University and the 
University of the Witswatrsrand, South Africa.  She completed the Hebrew Language 
Teachers Program sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh and the AJL and currently 
teaches Hebrew at Hillel Academy. 
 
Melissa Werbow earned a Masters degree in Jewish Education and Jewish Communal 
Service from the Hebrew Union College.  She was a recipient of the prestigious Wexner 
Graduate Fellowship and is an active participant in the alumni foundation.  She served for 
three years as the Director of the Religious School at Stephen S. Wise Temple in Los 
Angeles. 
 
Rabbi Mike Werbow is the assistant rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Squirrel Hill. 
He was ordained at the University of Judaism in Los Angeles.  He holds a Masters in 
Jewish Education from the Hebrew Union College as well as a Bachelors in Special 
Education from Buffalo State College. 
 
Rabbi Daniel Young is the Associate Rabbi at Rodef Shalom Congregation.  He was 
ordained at the Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles and completed his undergraduate 
studies at Northwestern University in Political Science.
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J-Site is the Teen Department of the Agency for Jewish Learning (AJL). 
The AJL is a beneficiary of the United Jewish Federation (UJF) of Greater Pittsburgh. 

 


