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Dear Educator,

The Jewish Teacher Resource Center is pleased to bring you
this update of new material now available to you on loan.

We look forward to seeing you at the JTRCenter,

~ Dr. Zipora Gur and Carolyn Linder

JEWISH TEACHER RESOURCE CENTER

The AJL'’s Jewish Teacher Resource Center (JTRCenter) houses a treasure trove of educational
resources and information services at our offices in Squirrel Hill, Reference materials,
textbooks, workbooks, maps, games and over a thousand video and audio resources are
available at our library for loan or duplication. Holdings in Bible Studies, Early Childhood,
Israel, Jewish History, Literature and Special Education bring vital resources within reach of
greater Pittsburgh’s Jewish educators and families.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, THE JTRCENTER IS OPEN AT THE FOLLOWING TIMES
OR BY APPOINTMENT:
Monday: 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m,
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m, — 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.n.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Friday: First Friday of the month from 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

2740 Beechwood Blvd.

b
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
412-521-1101
www.ajlpittsburgh.org
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Cheryl Moore Edward Frim
President Executive Director

Dr. Zipora Gur Carolyn Linder
Director of Advanced Education Director, JTRCenter

The AJL is a beneficiary agency of the United Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh.




New Children’s Books

Most books may be checked out for a period of two weeks, but we ask for return within 3-days
if the topic is the current loliday. You may put a book on reserve by calling the JTR Center.

ANIMATED JEWISH YEAR, THE 11.441

Spend a year with Max and Marcy as they explore the Jewish calendar in this innovative book. Rich in content,
fun and entertaining, The Animated Jewish Year brings alive the rhythm of the Jewish months, with a broad
appeal that every family can enjoy. Through Max and Marcy’s questions, answers and humor, together with a
selection of original and traditional stories, the two children learn about the Jewish holidays and customs. The
Animated Jewish Year is an exciting way to get better acquainted with the history, ideas and practices that make
the Jewish holidays a more meaningful experience.

Ages: P, El

By: Danny Wool & Yefim {Chaim) Yudin

Mustrated by: Inbal Beter & Jeremy Portnoi

Lambda Publishers Inc., Brookiyn, New York 2006

K’TONTON’S SUKKOT ADVENTURE 11.443
A small, thumb-sized boy is born to aging Jewish parents and has an adventure at the synagogue during the
holiday of Sukkot,

When Sukkkot arrives, K’tonton asks to accompany his father to synagogue, and when his father tells him to
“Wait until you’re a little bigger” he hides in a small box used to carry the etrog. Once there, the tiny fellow
climbs onto a long leaf of the lulav in order to have a better view and holds on as it is waved during the service.
He is discovered when, overcome by fervor, his clear voice rings out in the singing of the prayers. As always, his
transgression is forgiven by his doting parents.

Ages: K3

By: Sadie Rose Weilerstein

Niustrated by: Joe Boddy _

The Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1993

NEW YEAR AT THE PIER 11.445

Izzy’s favorite part of Rosh Hashanah is Tashlich, a joyous ceremony in which people apologize for the mistakes
they made in the previous year and thus clean the slate as the new year begins. But there is one mistake on Izzy’s
“I"m sorry” list that he is finding especially hard to say out loud.

Humor, touching moments between family and friends, and lots of information about the Jewish New Year are all
combined in this book.

Ages: K3

By: April Halprin Wayland

Hlustrated by: Stéphane Jorisch

Dial Books for Young Readers, New York, New York 2009




New Children’s Books

SAMMY SPIDER’S FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 11.447

It is Josh Shapiro’s first day of preschool. Sammy Spider, who lives with his family in the Shapiro’s house, wants
to go with Josh, Mrs. Spider says that Sammy is silly because spiders don’t go to school. However, Sammy
sneaks into Josh’s backpack.

Sammy gets to listen to a story about Noah’s Ark, hear the children tell about their pets, and watch them as they
learn about kindness to animals. He does not go outside with the children to the bird feeder because, well, we
know that some birds like to eat spiders!

When they return, he crawls near Josh, but some of the children who are afraid of spiders see him and want to
step on him. What will happen to Sammy? Will anyone save him?

Ages: K2

By: Sylvia A. Rouss

Hlustrated by: Katherine Janus Kahn

Kar-Ben Publishing, A Division of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota 2009

SECRET SHOFAR OF BARCELONA, THE 11.442

Musician Don Fernando longs to hear the sounds of the shofar on the High Holidays in Inquisition Spain. So,
when he is asked to perform a symphony celebrating the New World, he and his son Rafael devise a daring plan
to usher in the Jewish New Year in plain sight of the Spanish nobility.

Ages: K3

By: Jacqueline Dembar Green

illustrated by: Doug Chayka

Kar-Ben Publishing, A Division of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota 2009

SUKKOT TREASURE HUNT 11.444

In Israel, before the holiday of Sukkot, instead of buying a lulav and etrog, Aravah and her family set oui to find
their own in the hills and valleys surrounding their home near Tzefat.

Ages: E, P

By: Allison Ofanasky

Photography by: Eliyahu Alpern

Kar-Ben Publishing, A Division of Lerner Publishing Group, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota 2009

TODAY IS THE BIRTHDAY OF THE WORLD 11.446

God is the voice in this whimsical picture book that imagines a celebration of the world’s birthday. In an
affectionate address to each animal, from a giraffe to a cow, God peints out everyone’s unique gifts and the ways
that each contributes to the world’s well-being, from the mightiest elephant to the smallest child.

Ages: K3

By: Linda Heller

Ilustrated by: Alison Jay -

Dutton Children’s Books, New York, New York 2009




New Children’s Books

TREVOR TREVOR 11.440

Trevor Trevor is a metaphor for children. The main character, Trevor, is a child with impressive, though isolated
skills. Unfortunately, it is not Trevor’s strengths that his classmates notice, but rather his differences. Change
comes through the efforts of a caring and sensitive teacher.

Trevor Trevor is a heartwarming story designed to be read to children by adults. The unusual feature of the book
is that it comes with two Trevor cut-out, paper doll figures. These are intended to serve as props for adults and
children to use as they review and/or act out the events of the story that make Trevor happy or sad. The ultimate
goal of Trevor Trevor is to enable typical peers to become more sensitive towards their classmates with
differences,

Ages: El

By: Diane Twachman-Cullen

INustrated by: Deidre Sassano

Starfish Press, PO Box 189, Cromwell, Connecticut 1998




Other New JTRC Resources

CHALAY U’'DVASH - IVRIT LEYALDEY HAGAN Early Childhood

Chalav u’Dvash is a new, innovative Hebrew language instruction program form the Jewish Agency for Israel,
bringing Everyday Hebrew to Jewish children everywhere.

One of the most unique aspects of Chalav u’Dvash is that it focuses on conversational Hebrew, teaching the
language by using it in everyday situations. The contents of the program derive from the children’s everyday life
and are therefore more likely to become part of the child’s everyday vocabulary, This is how children naturally
acquire language.

Jewish Agency for Israel, Israel 2006

www.chalav-udvash.org.il

CODE OF JEWISH ETHICS, A 71.113

Volume I: You Shall be Holy
By: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
Bell Tower, Crown Publishing Group, A Division of Random House, Inc., New York, New York 2006

CREATING LIVELY PASSOVER SEDERS 8.80

A sourcebook of engaging tales, texts and activities.
By: David Arnow, PhD.
Jewish Lights Publishing, Woodstock, Vermont 2004

HER WORKS PRAISE HER 57.42

A history of Jewish Women in America from Colonial Times to the Present.
By: Hasia R. Diner & Beryl Lieff Bendery
Basic Books, A Member of the Perseus Books Group, New York, New York 2002, 2003

HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, THE 49.71
The Story of Tradition and Change

Volume II: The Birth of Zionism to Our Time

Ages: 5M-6" prades

+Teaching Guide

By: Jonathan D. Sarna & Jonathan B. Krasner
Behrman House Publishers, Inc., Springfield, New Jersey 2007

HOW TO RAISE A JEWISH CHILD 74.59

This is a practical book that parents may use before birth through the challenging years of their children’s
adolescence.

By: Anita Diamant & Karen Kushner

Schocken Books, New York, New York 2000, 2008




Other New JTRC Resources

JEWISH AMERICANS, THE 57.41

Three Centuries of Jewish Voices in America

A companion to the major Public Broadcasting System series DVD 1011.
By: Beth S. Wenger
Doubleday Broadway Publishing Group, A Division of Random House, Inc., New York, New York 2007

LET’S TALK! MODERN HEBREW FOR TEENS 7.253

Take a trip through Israel with four young teens.
+CD ROM

Dialogues: Pearl Tarnor & Nili Ziv

Activities: Nina Woldin

Behrman House, Inc., Springfield, New Jersey 2006

SEVEN SPECIES, THE 77.84
Stories and recipes inspired by the foods of the Bible.

By: Matt Biers-Ariel

THustrated by: Tama Goodman

UAHC Press, New York, New York 2003

TO READ AND TO BLESS 3.59

Primer. Script edition.
Torah Aura Productions, Los Angeles, California 2007

WALK THE TALK: JEWISH VALUES IN ACTION 71.114

Powerhouse projects for school, community and home. Twenty-five projects that teach core Jewish values.
By: Linda Carol Sonin
Bureau of Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago, Illinois 2008




New Videos & DVDs

As always, we recommend previewing any video prior to showing it to your class
and we strongly suggest placing media on reserve by stopping by or phoning the JTRCenter.

ARRANGED DVD1028

Rochel is an Orthodox Jew, and Nasira a Muslim of Syrian origin. They are both young teachers at a public
school in Brooklyn. They also have something else in common — they are going through the process of getting
“arranged marriages” through their respective religious and {raditional customs. With both family pressure on the
one hand, and the rejection of traditional values by the outside world on the other, Rochel and Nasira will have to
rely on each other and their friendship to pull through this difficult time of their lives, striving to be strong women
in charge of their own happiness, while keeping their deep religious and cultural convictions,

89 min. Ages: JH, HS, Adult

Film Movement, USA 2007

AVIVA MY LOVE - AVIVA AHUVATI DVD1032

A hard-working hotel cook, in the small northern Israeli town of Tiberias, is on the brink of finally fulfilling her
lifelong dream. For years she kept her remarkable writing abilities under wraps, until her sister, Anita, introduces
her to Oded, an accomplished novelist. Immediately recognizing Aviva’s talent, Oded takes her under his wing,
promising to help her achieve greatness.

But the journey to greatness effects her life and the lives of her family — her unemployed husband, her troubled
children, her unstable mother, and primarily her sister, a funny and sensitive woman who has her own dreams.
When Aviva discovered that Oded has other plans for her work, her world collapses.

In Hebrew, with English subtities.

107 min. Ages: HS, Adult

Israel, 2006

BAND’S VISIT, THE - BIKUR HATIZMORET DVD1023

This heartwarming film is the mesmerizing the witty story of strangers in a strange land, A fading Egyptian police
band arrives in Israel to play at the Arab Cultural Center. When they take the wrong bus, the band members find
themselves in a desolate Israeli village. With no other option than to spend the night with the local townspeople,
the two distinctly different cultures realize the universal bonds of love, music and life.

Set against a breathtaking desert landscape, this cross-cultural comedy proves that getting lost is sometimes the
best way to find yourself.

In Arabic, English and Hebrew, with English subtitles.

87 min. Ages: JH, HS, Adult

Israel 2007




New Videos & DVDs

BEAUFORT DVD1024

After 18 years dug into a heavily fortified mountain, deep in occupied Lebanon, the last Israeli soldiers enduring
constant bombardment at the site of the ancient crusader stronghold called Beaufort receive orders to abandon
their posts, detonate the warren of bunkers in which they’ve tenuously clung to life and victory, and come home.
Amid redoubled shelling from Hezbollah, the fort’s brash, impossibly young, commander Liraz (Oshri Cohen)
struggles to keep himself and his men safe from a faceless enemy that would turn withdrawal into massacre, and
transform a just cause into a lost cause.

In Hebrew, with English subtilies.

126 min.  Ages: HS, Adult

Isracl 2007

BIBLE BURIED SECRETS: BEYOND FACT OR FICTION, THE DVD1629

The Bible's Buried Secrets is a landmark two-hour NOVA Special, taking viewers on a fascinating scientific
journey that began 3,000 yours ago and continues to this day. The film presents the results of more than 100 years
of excavation and centuries of biblical scholarship, digging deep into the origins of the Hebrew Bible.

This archeological detective story tackles some fo the biggest questions in biblical studies. Where did the ancient
| Israelites come from? Who wrote the Bible, when, and why? How did the worship of one G-d — the foundation of
modern Judaism, Christianity, and Islam — emerge? A powerful intersection of science, scholarship, and scripture,
The Bible's Buried Secrets provides unigue insight into the deeper meaning of the biblical texts and their
continuing resonance through the centuries.

+ Feacher’s Guide.

112 min.  Ages: JH, HS, Adult

Public Broadeasting System 2007

BLESSED IS THE MATCH DVD1039

Blessed is the Match brings to life this Holocaust heroine through interviews, eyewitness accounts, rare family
photographs and the writings of Hannah and her mother, Catherine Senesh. It retraces Hannah’s perilous mission,
reconstructs her defiant months in a Gestapo prison during the Summer of 1944 and — through Hannah'’s diary
entries and poetry — looks back on the life of a uniquely talented and complex girl who came of age in a world
descending into madness.

(for Study Guide look online: www facinghistory.org)

In English, documentary.

85 min. Ages: HS, Aduit

Katahdin Productions, 2008




New Videos & DVDs

CASE FOR ISRAEL: DEMOCRACY’S OUTPOST, THE DVD1035

This documentary was produced to present a vigorous case for Isracl — for its basic right to exist, to protect its
citizens from terrorism, and to defend its borders from hostile enemies — in a highly accessible multimedia format.
Alan Dershowitz plays a central role in this documentary, as an adviser, and argues forcefully that real peace in
the Middle East can only occur when the Palestinians, Arabs and their allies value the creation of a Palestinian
homeland more than they oppose the presence of the Jewish state.

Through incisive conversations with key judicial, political and academic leaders, Dershowitz refutes deeply
entrenched misperceptions about Israel’s history, Jewish claims to a homeland, individual rights under Israel’s
democratic system of government, the security fence, and military conduct in the face of terrorist attacks.

77 min.  Ages: HS, Adult

Doc Emet Productions, 2008

CONSTANTINE’S SWORD DVD1026

Acclaimed author, and former priest, James Carroll is a practicing Catholic whose search for the truth leads him
to confront persecution and violence in the name of G-d — today and in the Church’s past. He discovers a terrible
legacy that reverberates across the centuries — from the Emperor Constantine’s vision of the cross as a sword and
symbol of power, to the rise of genocidal anti-Semitism, to modern-day wars and conflicts sparked by religious
extremism.

Carroll journeys both into his own past - where he comes to terms with his father’s role as a three-star General in
the U.S. Air Force preparing for nuclear war — and into the wider world, where he uncovers evidence of church-
sanctioned violence against Jews, Muslims and others. Visiting the Air Force Academy, he and Jacoby, the
director, expose how some evangelical Christians are proselytizing inside our country’s armed forces and reveal
the dangerous consequences of religious influence on American foreign policy.

In color and black & white.

95 min. Ages: HS, Adult

www firstrunfeatures.com, 2008

DANNY SIEGEL’S MITZVAH HEROS IN THE UNITED STATES: DVD10638
WHERE HEAVEN AND EARTH TOUCH Volume 11

So it is with the extraordinary individuals you are about to meet, as Danny Siegel, Founder and Chairperson of
The Ziv Tzedakah Fund, introduces you to ten remarkable Mifzvah heros. These are dedicated and sclfless
individuals who serve as inspiration to us all, and are our best teachers of Tikkun Olam. All of these amazing
individuals are introduced by Danny who offers insights about Mirzvah heros and the ways that we can best use
our own talents to change the world. He hopes that their stories inspire you.
146 min. Ages: All
Directed and Produced by: Einat Kapach
Ziv Tzedakah Fund, Inc., 2008

The Heroes:

Rayna Kelly: The Redistribution Center (17:22)

John Beltzer: Songs of Love (16:06)

Sweet Pea and Buttercup: The Mitzvah Clowns (13:50)

Herman Berman: The Bagel Brigade {15:57)

Irwin Herman; The Bookman (18:02)

PK Beville: Second Wind Dreams (19:18)

Judith-Kate Friedman: SongwritingWorks™ (19:41)

Jeannie Jaybush: Baby Corner (14:36)

Ron Adams and The Quincy Kids (15:55)

Syd Mandelbaum: Rock and Wrap 1t Up! (12:38)




New Videos & DVDs

DEFIANCE DVD1041
Three committed actors fill the roles of the Bielski brothers, Jewish partisans who escaped into the forests of
Eastern Europe during the Second World War. Daniel Craig is Tuvia, the leader of a group of refugees who
eventually number over a thousand; Live Schreiber is Zus, the antagonistic warrior; and Jamie Bell is Asael, a
peacemaker no less devoted to the survival of the community.

The three performers give life to director Edwad Zwick’s account of this little-known chapter of Jewish resistance
to the Holocaust,

The film’s best achievement is its strong location work, in Lithuania — as the community makes its home in the
forest, the landscape becomes an important player in the drama at hand, and the changing of the seasons is charted
with bone-chilling detail.

*136 min.  Ages: HS (17), Adult

Paramount, USA 2008

*in the beginning there is a lot of advertisement

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION IN ACTION DVD

Join Carol Ann Tomlinson and classroom teachers as they bring differentiated instruction to life in this practical,
easily implemented Professional Development Program.
Multiple vignettes depict:
How to establish and maintain a supportive learning environment
How to use on-going assessment to inform instruction
How to support a high-quality curriculum by identifying learning goals
How to provide respectful tasks to all students
How to implement flexible grouping to support all learners
Carol Tomlinson guides viewers as they observe classroom examples of the non-negotiables of Differentiated
Instruction. Using the integrated professional development plan, with accompanying powerpoint and handouts,
will empower educators as they lead for student success.
There are three DVDs:
Program 1: Elementary School, 25 min. (numbers and letters)
Program 2: Middle School, 24 min. (foreign language — Spanish)
Program 3: High School, 25 min. (history)
74 min.  Ages: Adult
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, Virginia, 2008

[Connecting] DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION DVD
UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN, WHAT WORKS IN SCHOOLS

This DVD of a landmark session at the 2008 ASCD Summer Conference features four of the top sages of school
improvement connecting their ideas:

Carol Ann Tomlinson on Differentiated Instruction

Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins on Understanding by Design®

Reobert J. Marzano on What Works in School
Hear them discuss their three powerhouse frameworks and share the profound potentials for educatiors who use
these models.
90 min. Ages: Adult
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, Virginia, 2008




